RESOLUTION NO.  _____ 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YREKA EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE SISKIYOU LINE AND THE COOS-SISKIYOUS SHIPPERS COALITION AND ELECTING TO PARTICIPATE IN THE COALITION

WHEREAS, a broad coalition of Industrial Shippers on the Central Oregon and Pacific Rail lines in southwest Oregon has formed a coalition which brings together the businesses and industries directly affected by the CORP’s abrupt decision to close the Coos Line and the announcement that they are decreasing service with the anticipation of closing the Siskiyou Line which accesses California markets; and,

WHEREAS, the Siskiyou Line is an extremely important foundation for both our current economic base and potential future industrial development; and,

WHEREAS, the Siskiyou Line serves two of Siskiyou County’s largest and most enduring private employers, Roseburg Forest Products in Weed and Timber Products in Yreka – companies that provide living wages and support local business and families; and,

WHEREAS, closure of the Siskiyou Line would result in redirecting product through a much longer and more costly route – adding to fuels costs, freeway congestion with resultant increase greenhouse gas omissions; and,

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Coos-Siskiyous Shippers Coalition is to organize affected shippers and other businesses that rely on rail service, local agencies and local governments so that they can speak with one voice and get a seat at the table where decisions are made that negatively impact the economic interest of Northern California and Southwest Oregon.  The Coalition intends to present testimony and evidence to members of Congress, State Legislators, and the Governors and any and all federal and state agencies who have jurisdiction over railroad transportation, emphasizing the critical need for efficient rail service to Southwest Oregon and Northern California shippers; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Yreka is a municipal corporation in which the economic activities supported by the Siskiyou Line occurs;

Whereas, pursuant to Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, Section 15061(b)(3) that this action is exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in that it is not a Project which has the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined it would be in the best interests of the City to participate in the Coos-Siskiyous Shippers Coalition to lend support of the City of Yreka to decisions being made which impact the economic interests of the City of Yreka; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YREKA DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  The Council hereby finds and determines that the foregoing recitals are true and correct.

Section 2. The City Council hereby joins the Coos-Siskiyous Shippers Coalition and the Mayor, City Manager, the City Clerk and all other proper officers and officials of the City are hereby authorized and directed to participate in the activities of Coos-Siskiyou Shippers Coalition and to execute such other agreements, documents and certificates, and to perform such other acts and deeds, as may be necessary or convenient to effect the purposes of this Resolution and the transactions herein authorized.

Section 3.  It is further resolved, if any section, subsection, part, clause, sentence or phrase of this Resolution or the application thereof is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, the validity of the remaining portions of this Resolution, the application thereof, shall not be effected thereby but shall remain in full force and effect, it being the intention of the City Council to adopt each and every section, subsection, part, clause, sentence phrase regardless of whether any other section, subsection, part, clause, sentence or phrase or the application thereof is held to be invalid or unconstitutional.
Section 4.  This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its passage.

Passed and adopted this 20th. day of December, 2007, by the following vote:

AYES:

NAYS:

ABSENT:








__________________ 








Rory McNeil,








Mayor of the City of Yreka

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_________________________


Attest:________________

Mary Frances McHugh, City Attorney


City Clerk
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